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achieve a peaceful, negotiated elimination of
Iranian nuclear capacity. At a time when a
new lIranian President-elect has made state-
ments indicating a greater openness to diplo-
macy, returning this message with a vote on
tougher sanctions only serves to empower Ira-
nian hardliners and weaken Iranian mod-
erates.

U.S. policy must make it clear that the goal
of sanctions on Iran is to elicit verifiable con-
cessions from Iran that have a material impact
on its ability to develop a nuclear weapon. In
order to achieve this goal, the President must
have the ability to waive sanctions in ex-
change for Iranian concessions. Yet H.R. 850
places significant restrictions on the Presi-
dent’s authority to waive sanctions.

Mr. Speaker, while we must maintain a
credible military threat towards Iran, we must
also make every effort to promote the success
of diplomatic negotiations with Iran. If we fail
to negotiate a solution that ensures the safety
of the U.S. and our close ally Israel by
verifying that Iran does not have the capacity
to develop nuclear weapons, we will be left
with few alternatives but military engagement.
| urge my colleagues to come together and
support tough but fair diplomacy with Iran.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 850, which provides our diplomats
the leverage they need to persuade Iran that
the only viable course of action is to suspend
work on its nuclear program.

The bill restricts oil exports from Iran and
cuts off various Iranian industries from the
global marketplace. It also expands sanctions
on Iranian human rights violators. Lastly, this
bill provides flexibility for the President to not
apply sanctions when he deems it appropriate.

There is adequate time to test the willing-
ness and ability of President Rouhani to pur-
sue good faith talks and reach an acceptable
resolution. That said, complete inaction could
signal indifference or a weakening of our re-
solve to pro-nuclear forces in Iran. Incoming
President Rouhani and the other regime lead-
ers must be made to understand that U.S.
economic pressure and other sanctions will re-
main in force until there is a reliable and
verifiable halt to Iran’s nuclear program. Given
Iran’s progress in nuclear enrichment, time is
of the essence and Iran’s past delaying tactics
cannot be allowed to continue.

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 850, | urge
my colleagues to send a strong, unequivocal
message to the Iranian regime.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | am a co-sponsor
of this legislation and | urge my colleagues to
support it today.

It is clear that the current regime in Iran
poses troubling security challenges to the
world community and our allies in the Middle
East. The hateful and threatening comments
made by the President of Iran against Israel
cannot be tolerated. Further, the provocative
actions taken by Iran to further their nuclear
weapons program must be stopped. A nuclear
Iran would destabilize the region and threaten
the United States and our allies. Iran must
alter its dangerous course, and the United
States needs to be fully involved to help bring
this about.

| continue to support the Obama Administra-
tion’s actions to seek a diplomatic solution to
Iran’s unnecessary and unwise pursuit of nu-
clear weapons. It is unacceptable for Iran to
possess nuclear weapons. However, despite
having imposed some of the most stringent
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sanctions on Iran ever, the United States and
our international partners have thus far been
unable to compel Iran to abandon its quest for
a nuclear weapon. Accordingly, the House has
no choice but to pass H.R. 850.

This bill would designate the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, impose sanctions on specific Ira-
nian officials (i.e., the Supreme Leader,
Guardians Council, MOIS, Quds Force, etc.),
and tie additional sanctions to human rights
abuses. | regret that the failure of Iran’s gov-
ernment to change its course makes this bill
necessary, as many ordinary Iranians have al-
ready suffered much as a result of the existing
sanctions. We all want to see the people of
Iran freed from the tyranny and oppression of
the current clerical regime, but above all our
greatest obligation is to prevent Iran from
building and fielding nuclear weapons. This
bill, if enacted into law, will hopefully bring us
one step closer to that goal.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, |, along with the
Gentleman from Arkansas, Mr. COTTON, rec-
ognize that this critical legislation requires
countries still purchasing oil from Iran to re-
duce their combined imports by 1 million bar-
rels per day within a year. Iran’s energy sector
provides the regime the resources needed to
fund its nuclear weapons program. We remain
extremely concerned with the pace of Iran’s
nuclear program. Some estimate that Iran may
achieve a nuclear weapons breakout capability
next year.

For this reason, we remain committed to
sending the toughest possible sanctions bill to
the President’s desk, as quickly as possible.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of H.R. 850—the Nu-
clear Iran Prevention Act of 2013. As a co-
sponsor of this important legislation, | would
like to commend the bipartisan leadership of
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman ROYCE of
California and Ranking Member ENGEL of New
York on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying that our
strongest ally in the Middle East is the State
of Israel. It is, therefore, incumbent upon us to
provide them with our unwavering support. In
order to uphold this commitment, we must
stop Iran’s nuclear proliferation efforts. That is
why | am pleased that from the outset of this
legislation, the statement of policy is abso-
lutely clear when it states, “It shall be the pol-
icy of the United States to prevent Iran from
acquiring a nuclear weapons capability.”

Congress took an important step during
2012 to implement economic sanctions on Iran
through the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria
Human Rights Act of 2012. This important leg-
islation punishes individuals who knowingly
sell more than 1,000,000 barrels of refined
product, or individuals that sell, lease, or pro-
vide Iran with goods, services, technology, or
information.

However, despite this effort, Iran’s nuclear
program has continued to grow. It was re-
ported today that Iran has an additional 5,000
new centrifuges are ready to start operation to
complement the existing 12,000 already in
place. This comes on the heels of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency’s statement in
June that Tehran was violating international
regulations by increasing the number of cen-
trifuges. This continued growth in Iran’s nu-
clear proliferation is simply unacceptable.

Mr. Speaker, while we took a critical first
step in the 112th Congress, it is abundantly
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clear that further action is needed to curtail
Iran’s nuclear program. H.R. 850 today will
only expand sanctions targeting Iran’s human
rights violations, and—for the first time—allow
the President of the United States to impose
sanctions on any entity that maintains signifi-
cant commercial ties to Iran. H.R. 850 hits Iran
where it hurts the most. By strengthening ex-
isting sanctions on 1,000,000 barrels of crude
per day, this bill essentially takes money away
from the Iranian regime that it would poten-
tially use on the nuclear program.

Once again, this legislation will show our
strong support of Israel and its ability to re-
main a beacon of democracy in the Middle
East. | urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 850.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 850, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1911, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 850, by the yeas and nays;

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

—————

BIPARTISAN STUDENT LOAN
CERTAINTY ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur in
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
1911) to amend the Higher Education
Act of 1965 to establish interest rates
for new loans made on or after July 1,
2013, to direct the Secretary of Edu-
cation to convene the Advisory Com-
mittee on Improving Postsecondary
Education Data to conduct a study on
improvements to postsecondary edu-
cation transparency at the Federal
level, and for other purposes, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 392, nays 31,
not voting 10, as follows:
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